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Kindergarten – Grade 12



What are the big ideas for 2020?



What Is Staying the Same?

• The Can Do Philosophy, emphasizing the assets and potential of 
multilingual learners

• The five original WIDA ELD standards statements

• The six levels of language proficiency 

• The six grade-level clusters (K, 1, 2, 3-4, 6-8, 9-12)
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Six Grade-Level Clusters 
Corresponding to Access for ELLs



What is updated and new in the 2020 Edition?

• Updated: The WIDA ELD Standards Framework is reorganized 
into four components (see next slide)

• New: grade-level cluster materials support the framework and 
include
• Language Functions and Features

• Annotated Language Samples



Updated: WIDA ELD Standards Framework

• No change: The five original WIDA ELD Standards Statements 

• Updated: Key Language Uses – Narrate, Inform, Explain, Argue

• New: Language Expectations

• New: Proficiency Level Descriptors



Updated: Abbreviations for the five original 
WIDA ELD Standards Statements



Updated: Key Language Uses

KLUs: 
Reflect high-leverage 
genre families that appear 
across content areas.



New: Grade-Level Cluster Language Expectations

Language Expectations are goals for content-driven language instruction.



New: Grade-Level Cluster Proficiency Level 
Descriptors

PLDs:
Describe student 
language 
development for 
activities that 
target WIDA 
Language 
Expectations.



New: Grade-Level Cluster Materials

• Grade-Level Cluster Materials help educators implement the WIDA ELD 
Standards Framework by applying its four components to Kindergarten, 
grades 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12.

• New resources support the framework in the grade level cluster 
materials: 
• Language Functions and Features describe some of the many ways to meet 

Language Expectations.

• Annotated Language Samples illustrate WIDA ELD standard statements, Key 
Language Uses, Language Expectations, and Language Functions and Features in 
authentic grade-level texts.



Explore Key Resources

Download the updated Guiding Principles of Language Development

• Explore WIDA’s foundational beliefs about language development and supporting research.

• Advocate for multilingual learners and put the Can Do Philosophy into action.

Refer to WIDA resources on wida.wisc.edu/2020standards to learn about big ideas and new 
features of the 2020 Edition

• Share with your colleagues that a 2020 Edition of the WIDA ELD Standards is coming!

• Promote the 2020 Vision flyer and updated Guiding Principles.

Stay tuned for learning opportunities

• Attend the WIDA eSummit, a free virtual WIDA Consortium learning event. October 12-30, 
2020.

• Join the 2020 Vision Q&A Webinar Series, to learn about features and changes to the 2020 
Edition. Coming winter 2021.

• Learn about WIDA Professional Learning opportunities. Coming spring 2021.

http://wida.wisc.edu/2020standards

